











What happens in a trial?

In a trial, the prosecutor presents the case for
the state. The Prosecuting Attorney has the bur-
den of proving beyond a reasonable doubt that
the defendant did commit the alleged crime. The
defendant may present evidence, although he has
no obligation to do so. The trial may be either
before a judge, or before a jury. The defendant
makes that choice.

How and when is sentencing
determined?

A defendant who has been found guilty or has
pleaded guilty is sentenced by the judge. Using
the state statues as a guideline, (sentences are ex-
pressed in terms of minimums, maximums and
other options), the judge sentences the defendant
in a manner appropriate to the crime and other
circumstances related to the case.
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What should the Prosecuting
Attorney do for you?

© We work to minimize the inconvenience to
you. In recent times, the defendant’s rights
have been emphasized while neglecting the
rights of victims and witnesses. We want to
help prevent that.

@ We work to help you get through a difficult
time that is not your fault. Tell us how we
can help you.

Coming to court

If you are called or subpoenaed by the Prosecut-
ing Attorney’s Office, please arrive at the Court-
house at least 30 minutes before the time of the
scheduled case.

Please park in the city parking lots and
bring your ticket to be validated.
(see map on page 23)

As soon as you arrive, please report to the
Prosecuting Attorney’s Office — on the North side,
first floor of the Buchanan County Courthouse.
We will validate your parking permit at that time.
In our office, we maintain a sitting room for your
comfort.
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Points to
remember when
testifying:

+

- s

O Prepare.

Refresh your memory so you can avoid confu-
sion. Before testifying, picture the scene, the ob-
jects there, the persons there, and what occurred.
If you are asked a question pertaining to distance
or time and your answer is an estimate, be sure to
state that it is your estimate.

@ Dress appropriately, act courteously.
Dress comfortably, but conservatively and be
courteous to both attorneys and the judge.

© Control your temper.

Losing your temper reduces your credibility as a
witness. Remember to stay calm. Stay in control,
even if the attorney seems rude or makes you

angty.

O Be attentive.
If you appear bored or indifferent, the judge or
jury may tend to disregard your testimony.
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@ Speak clearly and loudly.

Everyone in the courtroom must be able to hear
what you have to say. An inaudible voice or mum-
bling detracts from your testimony and may give
the impression that you are not certain of what
you are saying. Don't be afraid to speak — you are
not on trial.

O Be fair.

Don't exaggerate or try to slant your testimony.
Justice will be served only if you make your testi-
mony as objective as possible.

@ Be helpful, not funny.
A trial is a serious and important matter since
someone’s freedom may be at stake.

© Answer all questions directly.
Follow this simple guide:

e Listen carefully to the question. Take your
time and think about your answer.

e Answer the question asked — then stop.

e Speak distinctly and loudly enough for the
judge or jury to hear.

e If you do not know the answer to a question,
simply say so.

e Don't try to answer a question you do not
understand. Ask that it be explained to you.

* Do not argue with the defense attorney.

© Above all, think before you speak and
always speak the truth.

@ Also, if your address or phone number
changes, please contact our office
immediately.
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The Buchanan Gounty
Prosecuting Attorney’s Office
provides:

Speedy return of recovered personal property
when the case is finalized.

Notification of dates and times of all court
appearances and hearings of which you have
asked to be notified.

Notification of continuance of the case as
soon as we become aware of them.

Notification of the final disposition of the
case.

Free parking for court date.

Transportation arrangements if unable to
arrange your own.

Personal escort service from the reception
room directly to the court room.

Referral to appropriate social services
agencies if needed.

Employer intervention, if necessary.
Waiting room.
Sentencing notification.

Answers to any questions you may have
regarding your case.
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Victim’s Compensation Fund

In Missouri, it is possible for persons who are
victims of crime to be reimbursed for certain
expenses they have had because of the crime. Your
cooperation with law enforcement is essential in
order to be eligible for filing a claim.

Who is Eligible for Benefits?

You may be eligible for benefits if:

® You sustained personal bodily injury as
a victim of violent crime or as a result of
helping another person or police officer, or
while attempting to prevent a crime;

or

@ You are the relative of a sexual assault victim
who needs counseling in order to better
assist the victim in recovery;

or
® In the event of a victim's death, you are the

surviving spouse, child or other dependent
of a deceased violent crime victim;

or

@® You are a Missouri resident who suffers
personal injury or death as a result of
terrorism committed outside of the United
States.
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Some Eligibility Conditions

ROBIDOUX ST. ROBIDOUX ST. ROBIDOUX ST.
The crime must be reported to law enforcement
within 48 hours of the crime, or in the case of ¢ LAW ENFORCEMENT 5 g
minors, within 48 hours of discovery. 2 CENTER z 2

The application must be filed within two years
of the crime date.

The victim cannot have two felony convictions
within a 10-year period, one of which involves
illegal drugs or violent crime.

The victim must cooperate with law enforce-
ment and prosecution.

FARAON ST. FARAON ST. FARAON ST.

PARKING

N. 4th ST.
N. 5th ST.
N. 6th ST.
N.7th ST.

JULES ST. JULES ST. JULES ST.

N. 4th ST.
N. 5th ST.
N. 6th ST.
N. 7th ST.

How do I File a Claim?

If you want to file a claim, applications may be
obtained by contacting the following offices, or
visiting their corresponding websites:

FRANCIS ST. FRANCIS ST. FRANCIS ST.

=
&
£
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PARKING 4

N. 4th ST.
N. 6th ST.
N.7th ST.

Buchanan County Prosecuting Attorney
Victim/Witness Services
Buchanan County Courthouse
4117 Jules Street, Room 132
St. Joseph, MO 64501
271-1480
www.yourbcpa.org

FELIX ST. FELIX ST. FELIX ST.

Proximity Parking Locator Map
Buchanan County Courthouse
411 Jules Street, St. Joseph, MO.

Please park in the city parking lots and bring your

ticket to be validated.
or

For Information or assistance, call:
Victim/Witness Services
(816) 271-1480

Crime Victim’s Compensation Program
P.O. Box 1589
Jefferson City, Missouri 65102-1589
573-526-6006
1-800-347-6881
www.dps.mo.gov/cvc
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If your address or phone number changes,
please contact our office immediately.
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